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Van hoa va tang truong

Poc “Vinh biét bé thi” (Farewell to Alms)
cua Gregory Clark

Tran Hiru Diing

Loi toa sogn: Vai nam gan ddy, nhiéu quyén sdch quan trong vé tang
trueéng va phat trién da dwoc xudt ban ¢ My. Ba cuon dwgc chii y nhat
(va di dwoc dich ra nhiéu thir tiéng) la: (i) “Vinh biét bo thi”
Gregory Clark, (ii) “Nguon goc cua trgt tw chinh tri” cua Franczs
Fukuyama, va (iii) “Tai sao cdc quoc gia thét bai” ciia Daron Acemoglu
va James Robinson. Thoi Dai Méi sé lan lwot gioi thiéu nhiing tdc ph(fm
néi tiéng nay véi ban doc.

Ky nay, tap chi ching t6i xin bdt dau véi quyén sach ciia Gregory Clark.

Mot cudn sach xuét ban gan day dugc nhiéu chi y trong gidi kinh té
13 cudn “Vinh biét bd thi” cia Gregory Clark.! Day 1a mot tic pham vira
hitu ich trong viéc khoi ddy mot sy kién co thé 1a quan trong bic nhat
trong lich sir loai nguoi — can nguyén cua cudc Cach mang Cong nghiép
— vira ¢ nhiéu y kién dang thao luan Ve kha nang tang truong hién nay
clia cac nudc nghéo. Chiing t6i xin tom tat va tham dinh cudn nay dé gisi
thiéu vo1 ban doc.

Ba ciu héi vé cugc Cach mang Cong nghiép

Khong nhu da sd cac nha kinh té hién nay, Gregory Clark 1a mot
chuyén gia vé sir kinh té,” mot nganh tuwong doi it nguoi theo. Nhin lai
lich sir kinh té thé gidi suét may ngan nam, Clark cho rang c6 ba cau hoéi
van chua dugc tra 101 thoa dang: Mot la, tai sao cugc Cach mang Cong

' Gregory Clark, 2007, “A farewell to alms: A brief economic history of the
world”, Princeton University Press, 420 trang, $29.95.
2 Gi4o su, Pai hoc California & Davis.
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nghiép xay ra vao thé ky 18, ma khong luc nao khac? ° Hai la, tai sao
cudc cach mang 4y xuét phat & Anh, ma khong tir noi ndo khac? Ba la,
tai sao sau cudc cach mang thi chi mot s6 qudc gia (hau hét ¢ chau Au va
Bac M¥) 1a nhanh chéng phat trién, va ngdy cang giau co, con nhing
quoc gia khac (dic biét 1a & chau Phi) thi van tri tré, tham chi c6 noi tut
lui?

Ly thuyét ma Gregory Clark dua ra, trugc hét, 1a dé tra 15i ba cau hoi
trén. Nhung hon thé nita, Clark con cho rang 1y thuyét ctia 6ng (va nhiing
bai hoc chinh sach rat ra tir d6) 1a phd quat, nhat quan, thich hop cho moi
noi, moi thoi. Noi van tit, theo Clark, “vin hod” (theo cach 6ng dinh
nghia, dudi day s€ noi rd) la chia khoa cta ting trudng.

“Biy Malthus”

Mot cach aé hiéu Gregory Clark 1a dat 6ng vao dong lich st khoa
hoc kinh t€, sau vét chan cua Adam Smith va Thomas Malthus.

Theo Adam Smith, nhiing “khich 1¢” (incentives) la yéu t6 quan
trong bt nhét quyét dinh ning suat cua mot nén kinh t&. Con nguoi co
hang hai lao dong, sang tao, can ki€ém, dau tu khong? Lao dong nganh
gi? Sang tao cai gi? Pau tu vao lanh vuc nao?... Tat ca déu tuy thudc vao
cuong d6 va hinh thirc “khich 18”. “Khich 18” dinh hudng va thuc day
moi hoat dong va, trong mot moi trudng canh tranh toan hao, s€ lam kinh
té phat trién. Smith cho rang nhitng khich 1¢ ay tuy thudc “chét lugng”
cua the ché: thé ché tot thi nhimng khich 1¢ dy s& manh va ding, con thé
ché tdi thi chung s& yéu 6t, hodc 1éch sai. Nhu vdy, mudn ting truong thi
phai c6 mot chinh sach tao ra nhiing khich 18 thich hop. Smith nhén
manh sy quan trong ctia mot nén kinh té canh tranh toan hao, khong doc
quyén trong bat cir thi truong nao, boi 18 nhitng khich 18 (cu thé 1a “tinh
than kinh doanh”) can thiét dé phat trién chi c6 thé ton tai trong mot moi
truong nhu vay.

Thomas Malthus thi nghi khac. Nha kinh té ndy nhin “ting truong”
qua lang kinh “tinh sinh vat” ctia xa hoi loai ngudi thay vi qua vai tro cua
nhimg khich 1¢. Theo Malthus, ¢ timg thoi diém, mdi xa hoi déu co cai
ma ong goi 1a “mirc lwong sinh t6n”, tirc 13 thu nhap vira dii dé mot gia
dinh (trung binh) “tu tai tao”: ¢ sb con cai bang sd nguoi ma gia dinh
hién c6. “Mirc luong sinh ton ndy mang lai cho gia dinh ay so6 luong
calori, chat dinh dudng, 40 quén, chd ... vira da dé séng. Tat nhién, mirc
nay tuy vao van hoa, thoi 18, phong tuc... cua xa héi lién hé.

? Cu thé, trong nhiéu ngan nam trudc d6, du khong thiéu nhiing tién bd vé canh
nong, vé chan nudi, van chuyén... mirc sdng cia loai ngudi ciing khong cai thién
dugc bao nhiéu (theo Clark, mdt ngudi trung binh vao ndm 1800 cling khong
kha hon mot nguoi trung binh mét ngan nam trude cdng nguyén). Nhan xét nay
khién Clark dat cau hoi: tai sao kinh té cta loai ngudi lai tri tré 1au nhu thé?
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ROi, vi du nhu & mot thoi diém nao d6, thu nhap (binh quéan) 1én cao
hon mtc sinh t6n nay (ch’fmg han nhu khi dugc mua, hodc vi chién tranh
hay bénh tat ma dan s6 dot ngot giam di) thi tor sudt sé& tut xuong, sinh
suét s& ting, va dan so s€ lén cao. Nhung tinh trang nay khong thé kéo
dai, boi 18, khi dan sd ting 1én ma dién tich dat dai va s6 lugng tai
nguy?n van cb dinh, thi nang suét lao dong s& giam, va thu nhap s& giam
theo.

Tién trinh nay tiép tuc dén khi mirc thu nhap xudng trd lai mirc sinh
t6n. So v6i luc khoi diém thi dan sb s& cao hon, song mdi ngudi (trung
binh) s& khong kha gi hon. Néu sau d6 ma mua mang tr¢ lai binh thuong,
nang suat va thu nhap s€ tut dudi mirc sinh ton thi tién trinh mo ta trén
day lai dao nguoc: tir sudt cao s& lam giam dan sb cho dén khi ning suit
va thu nhap tré 1én muc sinh ton, va rdi 6n dinh... Cai vong nghéo khd
1an quéan nhu thé duoc goi 1a “bay Malthus”

Nhu thé, theo Malthus, mirc sinh ton 1a yéu t6 duy nhét quyét dinh
miurc séng vat chét cuia mdi x4 hoi. Vi cai “dinh luét sat” nay ma, tuy noi
nao trén thé gidi ciing déu c6 mot s tién bd cong nghé lé té trong sudt
chiéu dai lich sir trudc Cach mang Cong ngh¢, doi song nhan loai da
khong khdm kh4 hon bao nhiéu trong miy ngan nam 4y.

Thuyét ciia Clark

Pa sb cac nha kinh té hién dai déu cho rang Smith 1a dung, con
Malthus thi qua bi quan, thdm chi sai 1dm. Gregory Clark khong nghi thé.
Theo 6ng, Malthus la ding hon Smith. Clark gidi thich nguyén nhan
cudc Cach mang Cong nghé vao thoi diém ay ¢ bén Anh nhu sau:

Nhiing giai ting xd hoi khac nhau c6 nhimng ty sudt c6 con
(childbearing) va kha ning ton tai (survival) khac nhau, va chinh sy khéac
nhau nay da lam thay doi ban chat con ngudi theo huéng ma, cudi cung,
dua nhan loai ra khoi “bay Malthus”. Cu thé, nhiing gia dinh c6 nhiéu
con 1a nhitng gia dinh kha gia, con nhiing gia dinh dan dan tuyét ty Ia
nhimg gia dinh ting nghéo. Véi thoi gian, s “sdng con cia nhitng ngudi
thich ing nhat”® lan toa trong quan ching cac duc tinh da gitp nhiing
nguoi gidu tré thanh gidu cé: tu duy hop ly, tinh tiét kiém, tinh than
siéng nang lao dong... Chinh sy lan téa cac dirc tinh nay (ma Clark goi la
“vian hoa”) 1a dau mbi ctia cudc Cach mang Cong nghiép va nhing dién
bién sau do.

~ o

Khong nhu da s6 hoc gia, Clark cho rang nuéc Anh di “chin mu01
cho su phat trién cong nghiép sdm hon moi nude chang phai vi quic gia
ay may man c6 nhiéu khoang san (nhit 13 than) va nhiing tai nguyén

* Pay la thé hién cua dinh luat “diminishing returns” (giam hdi thu) cha chdt
trong kinh té hoc.
> Tiéng Anh: “Survival of the fittest”
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khac. Theo ong, nguyén do chinh cua sy bung phat cong nghiép & Anh,
va vao thoi diém ay, la vi khi & ay qudc gia nay hoi du nhimg thanh to van
hoa ¢t yéu dé c6 nhimng tién hoa xa hoi va kinh té. D6 1a: dan sd tang
truong cham nhung kha déu din tir nam 1300 dén 1760, nhiing dinh ché
ludt phap, chinh tri va kinh té thuan loi cho phat trién thi di co tir trudc
cuoc Cach mang Cong ngh¢. Khi déng dao con cai nhimng gia dinh tuong
d6i kha gia dén tudi truong thanh va gia nhap xd hoi — da s6 lam tho
nghé hay con buén — thi “nhiing gié tri ctia giai cép trung luu” (tinh can
cu, c¢6 giao duc, v.v.) lan toa khip nudc Anh. Trai lai, & Trung Qudc va
An bo, ching han, nhimng ° “gid tri” nay lan toa rat cham — va do d6 hai
nude Ay ciing cham phat trién.

Clark cho riang yéu té tao hinh nén kinh t& cia mot qudc gia 1a vin
hoa va sy tién hoa xi hoi (social evolution) cia qudc gia Ay nhu Malthus
d3 noi, chtr khong phai thé ché nhu Smith da nghi. Theo Clark, cac nha
kinh té hién dai da 1am khi gan cho Smith quan diém réng “khich 1¢& tot”
(good 1ncent1ves) trong bat cir mot nén van héa ndo, déu dua dén nhiing
két qua t6t.°

Theo Clark, ba sy kién trong lich st loai nguoi da ching té r6 rang
vai trd khdéng ché cua vin hoa, khong phai cua khich 18. Mgt ld, trong
qua khir, nhitng nha nudc “tdt” (tirc 1 nhitng nha nudc co nhimng bién
phap hiru hiéu khich 1¢ nguoi dan cua ho) cing la nhiing nha nudc co
nén kinh té tri tré (stagnation). Hai ld, so voi vai quoc gia tién tién nhu
buc, Thuy Dién, thi da sd cac nude ngheo lai c6 hé thong “khich 1&” cho
hoat dong kinh té kha quan hon nhiéu, ngay trong thoi ky tién cong
nghi€p. Ba la, nguyén nhan cua cudc Cach mang Cong nghiép la nhiing
thay d6i trong s& thich kinh té (economic preferences) clia nguoi Anh,
khong phai nhiing thay d6i trong thé ché.

Clark dua hai vi du cuc doan. Vi du thit nhit: non mot thé ky (tir nam
1857 dén 1947), cong nghiép to soi & Bombay (An Do) da phat trién
trong mot mdi trudng hét stc ty do (theo nghia ngay nay), hon nira, ton
phi san xuét (lao dong 1an von) & ving ay hau nhu 1a thip nhat hoan cau.
Thé nhung cong nghiép to soi & Bombay khong canh tranh ndi véi Anh
Quéc, du luong & Anh cao gap 5 lan... RS rang 1a chi “khich 1&” thi
khong du dé gay ting truong.

Vi du tht hai: O cuc doan khéc, cac nude Bic Au ndi tiéng 1a thué
cao. Hoat dong kinh té thi bi kém ché kha chat ché boi nhiéu thir luat 16,
quy dinh... Thé ma cic nudc Ay lai rat phdn vinh, ning suit dau nguoi
khong thua gi My, va ting truong déu din. Trai lai, & Anh vao thoi trung
co thi ca lao dong va vén déu chiu thué rat thap, thi truong ciing kha ty

6 C6 thé 1a Smith da khong nghi nhu vdy, hay néu Smith nghi nhu véy thi chinh
Smith 1a sai.
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do va canh tranh. Thé ma kinh té cta Anh luc 4y lai hau nhu khong ting
trudng chit nao...

Tom lai, cudc Cach mang Coéng nghi€p bdc phat trong mdt moi
trudng ma nhitng khich 16 can ban cua thé ché da khong thay déi qua
nhiéu thé ky (tham chi c6 phan té hon). Vay ma trong thoi ky cach mang
ay, phan tng cia con ngudi d6i voi nhitng khich 1& d6 ngay cang kha
quan hon va tinh than kinh doanh ngay cang manh mé&... Tir nhén xét ay,
Clark két luan, muc d6 giau nghéo cia mot qubc gia khong do su khéac
nhau ¢ cac khich 1¢ (nhu Smith am chi), song o cdach con nguwoi dap iing
cac khich 1¢ dy. Du khich 18 co thé 1a yéu 6t, song neu nguoi dan lam
viéc ning nd, tich lily, co tinh than canh tan, thi kinh té s& phdn thinh.
Nguoc lai, du khich 18 ¢6 1a tét, nhung ngudi dan biéng nhac, it tiét kiém,
va khong chiu vit bo nhiing cong nghé 15i thoi, thi nén kinh té s& “that
bai”.

Clark khang dinh rang nhiing yéu t6 thuong duoc gisi kinh té nghi 1a
cbt yéu cho cudc Cach mang Cong nghiép — thi trudng tu do va khich 18
— that ra khong quan trong. Theo 6ng, khi nhin vao lich su thi nhiing
khich 1¢ tot — quyén tu hiru duoc bao dam, thué thap, nha nudc 6n dinh —
thuong chi 1am kinh té hoan toan tri tré. Néu xét vé khich 1¢ thi nuéc
Anh nam 1300 con ddi diao hon ca nude Anh ndm 1800! Babylon C6 Pai
(hon hai ngan nam truéc Tay lich) c6 hau hét nhimg khich 16 ma ngay
nay duoc xem la can thiét dé phat trién kinh t&. Thé nhung hai xa hoi dy
nao c¢6 Cach mang Cong nghiép? Mot truong hop nita: Tir 1857 dén
1947, thuc dan Anh dudng nhu da thiét 1ap cho An D¢ nhimg dinh ché
kinh t& thuén loi cho phat trién (nhu cic nha kinh té sing bai thi truong
van dinh nghia), thé ma kinh té An D9 lai thut lui vé cong nghi¢p trong
thoi ky nay!

Clark chém thém: ngay mot qudc gia cuc ky nghéo khd nhu Malawi
ciing c6 nhiéu khich 1& hon Thuy Dién 1a noi ma thué suat (bién t&) danh
trén thu nhap lao dong 1én dén 50-60%, huu béng rat sOp, tham chi y té,
gido duc con duge cung cap mién phi!

Theo Clark, tdng trieéng kinh té hién dai khong phai 1a nho c6 nhitng
khich 18 tot hon, nhung tir sy phat sinh mot “nén van héa kinh té méi”
trong nhimg x4 hoi nhu Anh Qudc va Té Cach Lan. Dé nhiing x3 hoi
nghéo c6 thé ting trudng, chung ta can thay doi van hoa cua ho, khong
chi thay ddi thé ché (va nhimg khich 1& ham chira trong thé ché 4y). Mot

u “thay doi van hoa” nhu thé chi ¢ thé thyc hién bang cach gitp nhiing
nguoi 0 cac xa hoi hau tién tiép can véi cac x3 hoi tién tién. Clark cho
rang ting trudng kinh té ctua nhan loai trong hai thé ky vira qua phan 16n
12 mot “thanh tyu van hoa”. Khong xa hoi nao c6 thé phat trién ma khong
trai qua bién thé vin hoa (cultural transformation)

Vi cho rang “van hoa”, chir khong phai thé ché, 1a chia khod ciia tang
trudng, Clark khuyén nghi céc t6 chuc quoc t€¢ (nhu Ngan hang The gidi,

Thoi Dai Méi | Thang 3, 2012



Tran Hiru Diing | Van héa va ting trucng 84

Quy Tlen té Qudc té) khong nén cb ging cai t6 “thé che” cac qubc gia
cham tién, bang vién trg chang han; nhimg bién phap 4y chi lam giau cic
quan chtc tham nhiing & cac nudc 4y ma thoéi.” Tét hon, theo Clark, 1a
cho phép tu do di dan... cho ho co hoi tién than & cac nude tién tién.

Phé binh Clark

Kham pha chu yéu cua Clark 1a tang 16p kha gia & Anh Qudc c6
nhiéu con cai hon, va tir kham pha nay ma Clark “théu dét” nén Iy thuyét
luge thut trén day. Tuy nhién, xem ky nhimg dan chimg cta 6ng thi do
chi 1a giai cdp quy toc & Anh. Khong co nhitng con sb twong tu vé
thuong gia ciing nhu ndng gia gidu c6 & Trung Qudc va Nhat Ban. Su
that la nhiing nguoi giau c6 ¢ Trung Qudc thi ¢6 nan da thé... va do do,
néu gia thuyét cua Clark la ding thi tinh than “kinh doanh” va “ning
dong” phai 1a lan truyen rong rii ¢ Trung Qudc cing nhu ¢ thé gisi
Islam, va han ché & thé gidi dao Thién Chua (theo ché d6 don thé), trai
nguoc véi gia thuyét cia Clark!

Con vé An Do thoi ky Raj (ma theo Clark thi c6 nhiéu khich 1¢ kinh
té, nhung khong phat trién duoc) thi sao? Pung 1a 6ng Raj co thiét 1ap
mot s thé che kinh t& quan trong, ty nhu ty do thuong mai (du chi trong
ndi bo dé quoc Anh), va chdm dat nan sung cong tu san. Song nhiing
diéu kién kinh té khac thi vo cung tdi t&. Thuc dan Anh khéng bao gio
muén phat trién kinh té cho thuodc dia, chrflng han nhu ho hoan toan
khong diu tu vao gido duc va co so ha tAng, trir khi dé phuc vu nhiing
nhu cau quén sy ciia Anh.

Clark khéng vitng 1dm khi chuyén tir phan tich lich sir sang “chan
bénh” hién tai.® Ong khéng théy su khac biét gilra cac qudc gia that kém
md mang ngay nay va nhiing nén klnh té truéc Cach mang Cong nghiép,
va 6ng dua ra mot két luan “giat gan”: nhiing nudc ngheo hién nay co thé
khim kha hon néu ho da khong c6 mot tiép xuc nao véi nhimng qudc gia
da cong nghiép hoa! Cu thé, vi kinh té& cac nude that ngheo 4y 1a cuc ky
tri tré, nhiing gi lam tang dan sb cta ho (vi du nhu, oai oam thay, su du
nhap y khoa tan tién) s& chi dwa dén hau qua 14 ha thap muc séng ctia cic
nude 4y ma thoi. RS rang 1a Clark da sai 1am ¢ nhan dinh nay. Nhu nhiéu
nguodi phé phan Clark da vach ra: khac voi sy “tinh lang” ctia nhiing
nude nghéo trude Cach mang Cong nghiép, khong thé xem tinh trang
kém phat trién cua cac nudc nghéo ngay nay l1a “tinh ling” hodc “tu
nhién”. Ngay nay, thé gi¢i chung quanh nhimg nuéc nghéo khac xa thé

7 V& diém nay, Clark giébng William Easterly. Xem, ching han: William
Easterly, 2007, The White Man’s Burden: Why the West's Efforts to Aid the Rest
Have Done So Much Ill and So Little Good, NY: Oxford University Press.

¥ Mot cach phé binh Clark d& nhét 14 nhu Solow: That 14 “quai g&” khi Clark
dung méy tiéu chuén hién dai ciia IMF dé thdm dinh nhimg xa hoi hang thé ky,
thdm chi thién nién ky trudc... Xem Robert Solow, 2007, “Survival of the
Richest”?, New York Review of Books, 22 thang 11, 2007.
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gidi truée Cach mang Cong nghiép. Thé giéi hién tai co “thi truong qubc
t&” va nhan loai ngay nay nim trong tay nhiing cong nghé tan ky, khong
thé so sanh voi ngay xua. Noi khac di, ngay nay moi nudc, du nghéo, deu
c6 thé v6i tay ndm bat nhitng bién phap c6 kha ning ning cao murc séng
cua ho.

Ngoai nhitng phan bién noi trén thi luan thuyét cua Gegory Clark bi
cong kich nhidu nhit boi nhitng ngudi theo “trudong phai thé ché” phan
16n 1a vi, béi 1y do nao @6, Clark hay chi trich nhiing luan cit ctia truong
phai nay.’

Néi cho chinh xéc, Clark da manh mg cong kich truong phai thé ché
cia Robert Fogel va Douglass North Theo cach hiéu cua Clark thi
truong phai nay cho rang phat trién kinh té can ba yéu t6 “thé ché”, d6 la:
thi truong phai ty do, quyén tu hitu dugc bao dam, va thué phai thip.
Clark cho rang cai ma hién nay dugc goi la “Pong thuan Washington™ 1a
xdy dung trén y kién cta truong phéi nay. Hai phan bién duoc nhiéu tac
gia néu ra: the nhit, Clark di hiéu sai lién hé gitta “Pdng thuin
Washington” va trudng phai thé ché cua Fogel va North; thtr hai, khong
nhu Clark nghi, diéu can nhat dé thic ddy phat trién 13 mot thé ché
chinh tri dan chi dé lam theo ¥ dén, va nhing viéc khac (nhu quyén tu
hiru, v.v.) chi 12 hdu qua cia thé ché 4y.

James Robinson'' phan bién cach khac: Cudc Cach mang Cong
nghiép & Anh vao thé ky 18 khong an nhap gi dén sy bién doi van hoa.
Su that 14, cudc cach mang éy la hau qua cta nhiing d4u tranh chinh tri
vao thé ky 17, cu thé 13 sau cudc Canh mang Quang vinh (Glorious
Revolution) nam 1688. Cudc Cach mang (Quang vinh) nay danh dau sy
két thuc ché do quan chi & Anh. N6 phat sinh mot chinh thé sin sang va
¢6 kha nang phuc vu loi ich kinh té ctia qudc gia va dem vao thuc té
nhitng thanh t§ thé ché thiéu ving trudc d6, nhu bao dam quyén tu hiru
va pha huy cac doc quyén.

Nhung khac biét 16 rang nhat 1 khi nhitng ngudi phai thé ché va
Clark “chan doan” su thanh cong ky diéu cua Trung Quoc Péi véi
nhimg nguoi phai thé ché thi sy thanh cong ay chimg minh rang khi nha
nuée dau tu vao gido duc, vao co sd ha tang thi quoc gia s€ phat trién,
chir van hoa Trung Qudc thi c¢6 gi thay ddi trong may muoi nim nay
dau? Nhung Clark bao Iuu ¥ kién cta ong ciing manh mé& khong kém:

? Xem Tran Hitu Diing, 2010, “Can nguyén cta phat trién”, Thoi Bdo Kinh té
Sai Gon, sb Tét Duong Lich.

' Nén nh¢ ring c6 nhidu truong phéi thé ché khac (nhu ciia Thorstein Veblen,
John Commons chang han).

H Nguoi thuong cong tac véi Daron Acemoglu, va ddng tac gia voi Acemoglu
mdt cudn sach (ma Thoi Pai Méi s& giGi thiéu trong tuong lai) vé dé tai twong tu
nhu cua Clark. Xem James Robinson, 2007, “What makes an Industrial
Revolution”?, Wall Street Journal, 8 thang 11, 2007.
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Trung Quéc ciing con 1a khong dan chu, ciing con 1a tham nhiing tran
lan, vay thi thé ché d6 c6 thay doi gi dau?
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